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The Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) submits the following proposals for 
amendment to the Accountability Workbook for Determining Adequate Yearly Progress. 
 
1.  Establish a Separate Subgroup for Displaced Students  
For the 2005-2006 school year, the ADE will establish a separate subgroup for displaced 
students.  This subgroup would include students relocated to the state due to Hurricanes 
Katrina and/or Rita. These students will participate in the state assessment program and 
count toward the 95% requirement.  The students would only appear in this subgroup for 
NCLB reporting and accountability purposes and not in any other subgroup to which they 
would usually belong.  A special coding for displaced students was added to in the 
Arkansas Public School Computer Network (ASPCN) reporting system.  APSCN reports 
that 2200 displaced students are currently enrolled in AR public schools. In addition, a 
one-time code for displaced students was added to the assessment answer documents.  
The ADE is well equipped to track each student relocated to the state due to this 
exceptional circumstance. 
 
2.  Calculating AYP Annual Expected Performance Levels 
With the administration of the 2004-2005 assessments, all grades 3-8 and high school 
were included in the assessment system.  All grades 3-8 and high school will be included 
in the adequate yearly progress accountability reporting system for the 2005-2006 school 
year.  ADE proposes to establish new annual measurable objectives based on the 
inclusion of all tested grades.  The revised matrix begins with year 4 (2005-2006) and has 
eight steps leading to 2013-1014 where all students are projected to reach proficiency.  
This revised matrix was calculated using the required ranking of schools based on the 
percent proficient (2004-2005) and fixing the “staring point” at the percent proficient in 
the school with the student representing 20% of all students in the ranking.  This 
procedure was repeated for each grade level grouping in each subject area – literacy and 
mathematics. 
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Increase 
per year 

7.50 7.20 8.96 8.10 8.85 8.06 

2005-06 40.00 42.40 29.10 35.20 29.20 35.50 
2006-07 47.50 49.60 37.96 43.30 38.05 43.56 
2007-08 55.00 56.80 46.83 51.40 46.90 51.63 
2008-09 62.50 64.00 55.69 59.50 55.75 59.69 
2009-10 70.00 71.20 64.55 67.60 64.60 67.75 
2010-11 77.50 78.40 73.41 75.70 73.45 75.81 
2011-12 85.00 85.60 82.28 83.80 82.30 83.88 
2012-13 92.50 92.80 91.14 91.90 91.15 91.94 
2013-14 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 



 
3.  Two Percent Interim Flexibility 
Last year, the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) disapproved ADE's request for 
interim flexibility in counting the proficiency scores of students with disabilities under 
Option #1 of USDE's May 10, 2005, announcement concerning, "Adequate Yearly 
Progress and Modified Achievement Standards: Interim State Policy Options."  
Disapproval was based on data showing that Arkansas fell just short of meeting the 
requirement for 95% participation of students with disabilities in assessments used to 
make AYP determinations under NCLB.  ADE believes that the participation rate 
numbers may reflect a coding problem and is in the process of reviewing these data.  If 
we determine that we are, in fact, in compliance with the participation rate requirement 
for students with disabilities, we wish to renew our request for the 2% interim flexibility.  
We will be notifying you as soon as possible on the results of our data review and, as 
appropriate, will update our request at that time. 
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